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LAND TAX ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT BILL 2017 

Second Reading 

Resumed from 8 November 2017. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms J.M. Freeman): Member for Bateman. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Bateman) [12.42 pm]: Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Not Batman. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: No, not Batman. 

I stand to speak on the second reading of the Land Tax Assessment Amendment Bill 2017. I acknowledge that this 
side of the house supports the bill. It deals with some unintended consequences of the Land Tax Assessment Act 2002. 
It is to do with statutory organisations with the intent that the existing exemption is supposed to be confined to 
those that carry out an undertaking of a public nature for the benefit of the community under some authority or 
direction of the government. However, advice received in 2015 was that there was a risk that this could extend to 
other entities—private sector companies. The purpose of this act is to amend the legislation to ensure that it meets 
the policy intent of the original 2002 legislation. We support this legislation in the house. 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Finance) [12.44 pm] — in reply: I thank the shadow Treasurer 
for his support of the Land Tax Assessment Amendment Bill 2017, which, to be frank, is an important but technical 
amendment actually introduced by the member for Nedlands back in 2015 when he was finance minister. As the 
member for Bateman pointed out, the retrospectivity of this bill is to deal with an unintended consequence. Because 
there is a general reluctance or nervousness, quite rightly, around retrospectivity, I want to reassure members of 
this place. There are a couple of points. The validation will not apply to any assessments in respect to which 
a taxpayer has already lodged an objection or appeal. The assessments that are being validated effectively fall into 
two categories. The first is where land owned by certain types of public statutory authority was not exempted due 
to the narrower meaning that was applied to that term, and, secondly, when a taxable authority continued to be 
treated as the owner of land liable for land tax notwithstanding that another person was leasing the land. In both 
cases these assessments were based on a continuation of the policy settings that existed under the former Land Tax 
Assessment Act 1976. As the amendments the subject of this bill will restore those policy settings, it is necessary 
to validate those assessments that have been made on that basis since the current Land Tax Assessment Act 2002 
came into effect on 1 July 2003. That is the point of the retrospectivity. 

We are not expecting this to have any revenue implications. The bodies lacking the necessary public purpose will 
continue to be denied an exemption from land tax going forward. Past assessments made since 2003 on the basis 
that a body must satisfy the public purpose test in order to be a public statutory authority will be validated. An 
objection was allowed when this issue came to light and will not be overturned as a result of this decision. That 
objection highlighted this particular issue. Whilst the objection was allowed at the time, no review proceedings 
were commenced. As I said, it is a technical amendment that the previous government introduced into the 
Parliament in mid to late 2015. The Parliament did not get the opportunity to debate the legislation. I am not 
surprised—I am delighted—that the opposition supports the bill and agrees that it is important to clarify these 
issues. Ultimately, we have to deal with flaws in legislation from time to time. No doubt this bill will be as 
uncontroversial in the upper house as well. We might even get to move straight through to the third reading. With 
that, I thank all members. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Finance) [12.48 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a third time. 

Again, I thank all colleagues in this place—the member for Bateman, for example—for supporting the passage of 
this legislation. I thank all members of the Liberal Party. I assume that although they are absent from the chamber, 
National Party members will also support the passage of this legislation. It is important that we clarify this issue. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms J.M. Freeman): Two minutes. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Two minutes! It will be the longest two minutes of my life, Madam Acting Speaker, as I reach 
for my notes on the Land Tax Assessment Amendment Bill 2017. There is a reluctance to apply retrospective 
legislation, which I understand. I pointed out that this bill is not expected to have a revenue impact. However, it will 
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allow us to clarify a very important operation of the land tax regime. As I come to the conclusion of my remarks in 
what has been a Churchillian performance, I again thank all of my colleagues for their support of this legislation. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 
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